

VOL. I. 


things interesting to the deaf 

SEATTLE, WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1909 


NO. 20 


ZENOISM 

Zeno Defends The Tilden 
Plan 

The Federation problem was a fav¬ 
orite topic of discussion between Mr. 
Regensburg and myself at Lake Ta¬ 
hoe. One evening Mr. R. retired to 
bed subdued in spirit, which was an 
outward token that he had caught on 
and was beginning to be convinced. 
The next morning at breakfast I said 
io him: “Last night as I was lying 
awake, I saw a great light shining 
around. Getting out to know what 
had happened, I saw a pillar of f re j 
descending from the sky into your i 
tent, from which I conclude that you 
have received great enlightenment, ! 
and now know what the Tilden plan 
is.” 

Theie was a laugh, but I now have 
to doubt the efficiency of the pillar of 
hie and feel constrained to answer 
Mr. Regensburg’s letter in the Ob- 1 
server. 

In the first place, the biggest thing j 
the Federation has to do is to get the 
biggest membership roll possible, for ( 
then the Federation will get the big- j | 
gest revenue and the biggest means of ( 
exerting influence. This almost [ 
amounts to an axiom; at any rate ^ 
Veditz and Hanson understand so 
simple a proposition. 

Then, allowing the above to be true, 1 ' 
we look around in all directions for [ 
plans that best carry out such an idea. | 
i he first thing we have to consider 
in connection with the choice of a 
Plan, is deaf-mute nature. What it in, ^ 
we have to know, and knowing it, we £ 
have to take it into consideration in 
the shaping of the plan. Well, what 
has been tne experience in the past? ' 
We know iat one body of the deaf ^ 
Placed near another body, does not, as • 
a rule, get along well with that body. ” 
For example, the California Associa- °! 
tion is principally composed of the 
deaf around the San Francisco bay. ”. 
At a distance in the same state is the C1 
Club Amapola of Los Angeles. Now, «! 
how many members of that club are * 
also members of the California Asso- " a 
ciation? Almost none. The deaf-mute th 
nature is not enough to surmount such c j, 
small considerations as the pride that I j S5 
impels graduates from other states T I 
(the Los Angeles deaf are mostly yo 
Easterners) to avoid associating with ' 
the deaf-mutes of Northern California, tat 
the rivalry of Los Angeles with San 


OLOF HANSON 

By J. FREDERICK MEAGHER. 

where the sun to rest sinks into the sounding sea, 

11 here the distant moZuT wifi v* whlteca Pj gleam as they toss in their ghoulish glee, 
4 cit \• •itnnrtc nt ti l s n ow -cap crown d a romantic grandeur gives 

.-i city stands on the stiver sands—there Olof Hanson lives. 

With aS “S°u n r! S' 4?L” WelV L yea ? ° r S °’, that he finished at Gallaudet , 

, V . i J S , , as hls ruIe ’ y° u know, “Don’t Worry or Fuss or Fret ” 

I nt hT 1 kno , wn . fo . r P'uck instead of luck, a plodder, a “sticker ” a “grind " 

Vn arch te'et he nf* k " 0t at 'ff in the maw of his mighty mfnd. 

A palace pointinlVp^ly* dream WOU,d rise 

But contracts were rare in the Gopher State, where silence was held a bar 
So he packed h.s gnp and he took a trip to the Pacific Coast afar * 

, l ^ e trla ls he s met and the hardship yet have never been fully told 

\n l Fates n made' 1™ I f 165 h u ld his |jace ™ ith a tenacious bulldog hold, 

ma de amends, now he superintends the work on a grand church * 

And he owns a home that ,s all his own-the wolf is left in the lurch 
A cozy home near the recent fair, just holding his wife and he 
A dog and a cat (but no silk hat), and his dear little daughters three. 

He d Ji7wor n k imf fivlT'" . watc h and wait each chance to advance his clan, 
ne will y\oik and fight in his Thor-like might, as only a Yikine can 
Legislature has passed his Bill compelling the State 

Tt wiThe 3 If 5 Ga f 1,a T d t t student to pay who wind o’er the weary way 
Result ■ ikr L:T° that courteous note which President Teddy read, 

Result. Big Stick was unlimbered quick; Commish. got a rap on the head 

On December one was the damage done; the deaf by a stroke of his ne.i 

Were found and freed in their hour of need, were restored to the plane of MEN! 

distant West, Mt. Rainier’s crest, cool-capped by its crown of snow 
i h ° ks f do } vn on the cool > calm man who toils in the prosperous town below-’ 

wJshalYWZT ° n ° b r n f CSS t ’ ,an; dea n-body/andinind, and soul- 
ho shall claim our votes from united throats, Jarl Olof Hanson, Skoal! 

Mr. Hanson superintended the construction of the $400,000 new M. E. Church in Seattle. 


I Francisco, and so on. It is useless to 
^ taj that such feelings do not exist. 

Human nature, however veiled, is 
r i there all the same, and it is a 10 to 1 
bet that Club Amapola will communi¬ 
cate with greater alacrity with the 
l headquarters of the National Federa¬ 
tion than it would with the California 
1 Association. Regensburg thinks that 
; Club Amapola can become part and 
’ j Parcel of the State Association. Tilden 
! has to shake his head doubtfully. Hu- 
‘ man nature is against the probability 
of such a success. Knowing that, he 
starts with the fundamental idea of 
his plan: “Let all societies come in.” 
But one point must not be lost sight 
of. While he starts with the all-socie¬ 
ties idea, he takes care not to impart 
rigidity to his plan. Its great point is 
its malleableness, that is, it is as yield¬ 
ing as a metal that can be hammered 
or beaten into corners. Thus, if it 
ever occurs that a state has such 
wonderful deaf-mutes that all local so¬ 
cieties of a state can without bicker¬ 
ings come under the leadership of the 
State Association, as Mr. Regensburg 
says they should, the Tilden plan has 
i a provision all ready for just such a ; 
thing. It practically says: “You so¬ 
cieties of the state prefer to pool your i 
issues. You are at liberty to do so. ; 
That is a state affair that concerns 1 
you alone.” t 

Then, after the above little disser- t 
tation on deaf-mute nature, let us a 
again look at the experience of the | d 


o j past. What is it? It is that state as- 
t. sociations have never in a single in- 
s stance got a number of members suffi- 
1 ciently large to make any one asso- 
i- i ciation virtually the spokesman of the 
e deaf of the whole state. The Empire 

- j Association of New York has only 40 
i j members. The California Association 
t has not yet reached the 100 mark. 

1 j Then why should you have a National 
i federation of only State Associations 

- which, as you say, are to do three 
r things: 

? 1. Attract local societies to its para¬ 

mount authority which an ordinary 
knowledge of deaf-mute nature says 
is highly improbable of accomplish¬ 
ment. 

2. Get big rolls of membership, 
which experience says they have never 
been able to do. 

3. Become stable, strong and popu¬ 
lar organizations, which both experi¬ 
ence and human nature say is an im¬ 
possibility? 

Having answered these three prob¬ 
lems in the negative, what right have 
you to demand that the National Fed¬ 
eration should be composed of feeble 
and uncertain elements only like those 
same associations ? Mr. Ferreri, Di¬ 
rector of the Melan Institution, who, 
as we know, is an advocate of oralism, 
has an ingenious argument. He says 
that deaf societies may pass resolu¬ 
tions, but that those societies being 
always composed of mere handfuls of 
deaf-mutes as compared with the great 
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mass of the deaf who are not mem¬ 
bers, are not representative of such 
deaf, for which reason the resolu¬ 
tions cannot be seriously considered. 
Should our National Federation let in 
ail societies, have a membership of 
say 10,000 and pass those same reso¬ 
lutions, Mr. Ferreri’s clever argument 
will fall to the ground. So do not make 
the mistake of throwing rigid, fixed 
and embarrassing limitations around 
the National Federation or trying to 
foster on the Colorado convention an 
iron-clad idea like Regensburg’s and 
demand that all states conform to it. 

If all the above is correct, the reader 
will hardly sympathize with Regens¬ 
burg’s position that “so few associa¬ 
tions would come in” and yet that the 
Federation should consist only <3f those 
same few associations; that those few 
associations cannot pay “enough 
money to buy a postage stamp,” and 
still that the Federation should get 
along with those poverty stricken as¬ 
sociations and no others; that abuses 
in state associations palpably exist, 
but that the Federation should be sat¬ 
isfied with such bed fellows. Under 
those circumstances, the Regensburg 
plan cannot mean a government of, for 
and by the people. 

(to be continued) 

HIGH GRADE 
Suits, Raincoats 
and Overcoats 

• • AT 


1-4 OFF 



The Regular Price 

Useful Holiday Gifts for Men 


fine Neckwear, One in a 
Box - - 50c to $3.00 
Combination Set of Sox 
Ties and handkerchiefs, 
$1,50 up. 

Leather Sets of All Kinds 
$1.25 to $10.00 

Tailored Heady Go. 

COR. FOURTH AVE. & PIKE ST- 


Home for Aged and Infirm 

In an issue of your paper that came 
out some time last fall, you asked 
President Axling or some other offij 
cial of the Washington State Associa , 
tion of the Deaf to explain more fully j 
the purposes and aims of the Home ! 

: Fund. As nobody has as yet volun ! 
j tec-red a few words in explanation I' 
will venture a lew remarks. 

The Home Fund, as the Constitution 
of our association says, is to exist and 
grow: Firstly, from the appropriation 
of a third of all moneys in the treas- j 
ury at the end of every convention j 
j (which is every two years), and, sec-! 

I ondly, from any legitimate manner, 
such as individual contributions, col¬ 
lections, parties, etc. 

The purpose of establishing this j 
Home Fund is to open and maintain 
buildings in which the poor, aged, in-, 
frm or blind deaf people of this State j 
can find rest and recreation amidst j 
j congenial and comfortable surround- 
| ings during the last years of their ! 
i earthly life. As for the time to open 
! such a home, it need not be considered 
! at present, for there is no need of such 
j —not for years to come, although we 
personally know of a fit subject for the 
^ heme. He is, however, in good care. 

I believe that a good many deaf peo- 
] i le in this State are aware of the ex¬ 
istence of three homes for the aged, j 
blind and infirm deaf in Eastern 
j States. The reason they were estab- j 
lished there is the same as led us to 
! consider a like course. It was discov¬ 
ered that no small number of deaf pen -1 
i pie in old age landed in the poor-1 
'house, which became a sort of living 
death. It excited the sympathies of i 
' their more fortunate brethren and cul¬ 
minated in the movement that is now 
, establishing these homes. Illinois has j 
! been actively at work the past few 
years collecting a home fund, which 
I now amounts to more than $6,500. 
They propose to raise $15,000 before 1 , 
j getting land and buildings. Missouri J 
i has also been collecting and has abo ;t | 

$600 now. We understand Iowa and j 
I I 

| Indiana have lately started funds. 

| There is talk in other quarters looking i 

to the same end. So Washington 

i seems to be abreast of the times, and I 

while the sum now on hand is insig- 

| nificant, a nucleus has been started I 

and collections are slowly coming in. 

It may be argued that Washington 
. is a young State, has few deaf people, 
j and none to our knowledge in a lms- 
! houses. But it must be remembered 


Thompson’s Cafe and Bakery 

COR. SECOND AVE. AND MARION STREET, SEATTLE, WASH 

Is the best place to go to if you want something good to eat 

Moderate Prices Open Day and Night 


that in time this State will become old 
and populous, the deaf population will 
grow in proportion, the battle for ex¬ 
igence become more keen, some will 
fall by the wayside when adversities 
come thick and fast, and then we will 
have a fund large enough to buy land,' 
erect buildings and open a home for 
£ged infirm and blind deaf of Wash¬ 
ington. A worthy charity, isn't it? 

Mr. Joseph B. Bixley, of Wenatchee, 
is the treasurer of the Home Fund, as 
well as of the W. S. A. D., and all con¬ 
tributions can be sent to him. Mr. 
Bixler is under sufficient bond, which 
insures the safety of the fund. All 
deaf people and their friends of Wash¬ 
ington are welcome to send any sum 
of money no matter how small to Mr. 
Bixler for this fund. He is author¬ 
ized to keep an account of it, and will 
report at the next meeting of the as¬ 
sociation. 

W. F. SCHNEIDER. 
School for the Deaf, Vancouver, Wn„ 

SALEM, OREGON 

The new buildings into which the 
school for the deaf is to move, are 
nearing completion. Should the roads 
permit, the change of quarters may 
take place in March. 

Mr. Swink is busy making furniture 
for the new buildings that are to be 
occupied by the deaf. The boys un¬ 
der him are doing splendidly in the 
carpentry shop. 

Mabel Gilbert, formerly of the 
school in Idaho, and Julia Dood, of the 
North Dakota school, are among us. 
They are bright girls. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Watson, con¬ 
nected with the schools at Vancouver 
and at Boise one time, have moved to 
Portland from Salem. We regret we 
cannot see them often. 

The girls, from the oldest to the 
wee ones, are busily engaged making 
Christmas presents. There is to be 
an exhibit of the articles this week. 

Edward Tillinghast, the baby, is a 
great favorite with the pupils, who 
cannot do enough for him. He has a 
smile for everybody; in fact, he is sel¬ 
dom seen without his sunny smile. 

Thanksgiving Day was most pleas¬ 
antly spent. Mr. Horton and Mr. 
Lindstrom were on the committee for 
entertainment. At the party games 
were played, after which the pupils 
danced. Refreshments were also 
served, and all the pupils enjoyed 
themselves greatly. 

Miss Marshall was a guest of Miss 
Dickson some weeks ago, and as is 
usual with them, whenever they are 
together, they spent a goodly portion 
of their time “exchanging gossip.” 

“SNIWT.” 


Remember the masquerade party 
January 1, 1910. 
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LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


BANQUET OF THE DEAF. 


Sixty Members of the Local Colony 
Commemorate Anniversary of 
Birth of Gallaudet. 

lii commemoration of the one hun- 


he is doing very well. He also traded 
his Long Beach (Cal.) residence for a 
magnificent house in Los Angeles last 
October. He moved in there with his 


lived in Humboldt county, Cal. 

Saxton Gilmore, a son of one of the 
greatest paving contractors of Los An¬ 
geles, E. W. Gilmore, has been living 


Lniil.v last .November. He made a with his family on a ten-acre ranch 


good bargain on it. He and his wife 
are the ex-Iowans. 

The Club Amapolo entertained a 


died and twenty-second anniversary of Hallowe’en party at Henry Fritz's last 
t he bii th of Thomas Hopkins Gallau- J Oct. 30th. The decorations were 
det, teacher, benefactor and friend of beautiful. The party numbered about 
the deaf, sixty deaf residents of Los I forty people, the majority belonging to 
Angeles and vicinity gathered at a 
banquet last evening at Levy’s. At 


the club, and had a very jolly time. 
Several prizes were awarded. The 


the close ot the dinner there were a club has head-quarters at room 208-213 
number of addresses, all in trie sign , South Broadway, and is doing well, 
language, and then there was a little ! 
dancing before the party broke up. 


five miles east of Los Angeles, since 
last spring. He likes his place very 
much. He has his “speedy” automo¬ 
bile at home. 

The engagement of Miss Nina 
Seavey, lately of Colorado, to Leon 
Priestly is announced. Best congratu¬ 
lations tendered to them. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


But for the absence of speech the 


dinner was like any other, even to the 1 operator. 


Wm, B. Egan, of Alameda, Cal., was 
a visitor in Los Angeles during the 
Thanksgiving week. He is a linotype 


applause, which was given frequently 
by the clapping of hands. The diners, 
especially the women, were charming¬ 
ly gowned, and the affair was most 
pleasant. Earnest attention was paid 
those who discussed the life and 
achievements of the man who many 


August Koberstein, of Seattle, Wn., 
has been a guest of his old schoolmate, 
Herman Plentz over a month. He 
thinks of going to Riverside, Cal., to 
box oranges after Jan. 1st. 

Miss Bessie Taylor is stopping with 
her parents in Los Angeles, coming 


,\ eai s ago did so much for the benefit from Michigan for the winter, 
of tho^e deptived of the sense of hear- Miss Kent, a hearing lady, who 
ing, and there was laughter and hearty j makes signs plain, is a tourist here, 
applause for those who responded to 
the toasts in lighter vein. 

Only two speaking persons were at; family on Thanksgiving Day. 


the dinner—William J. Lane, former 
supervisor at the Illinois School for 


Hi denominational mission work the evening of November 20th, at West 
among the deaf in Los Angeles, con- Forty-first street. The gifts were very 
ducting services at the First Congre-1 use f U ] and beautiful, what they hap- 
gational Church every other Sunday 
afternoon. 

Norman V. Lewis was toastmaster, 
i he toasts and those who responded 
were as follows: “Gallaudet, the Man,” 

J. Orrie Harris; “Our Foregn Friends,” 

Simon Himmelschein, Our Cause Society of the Deaf. We are confident 


The local branch of the Rochester 
Alumni Association meets the first of 
each month. Good literary programs 
are given. 

The many friends of Dr. Z. F. West- 
ervtlt will be sorry to hear that he 
has been seriously ill and obliged to 
go South for his health. He has re¬ 
turned much improved. Dr. Wester- 
velt has been at the head of the school 
so long and is so much laved both by 
the pupils and alumni that it is diffi¬ 
cult to conceive how things could pro¬ 
gress without him. Long may he live 
to preside over the destinies of the 
Rochester school. 

The local mission of the Episcopal 
Church recently gave a supper, from 
which every one went home satisfied, 
hieh is saying a good deal. Rev. 
b rank Ellis a big surprise on Mr. Smileau still has charge of the 

mission. 

At the pedro party, held at the home 
of the Wackermans, E. P. Wood .beat 
all the young sports and carried off the 
pened to need. They reported a fine p r ; Z o a fj ne umbrella. 


Bert Ellis and his family of Long 
Beach visited their brother Frank and 


Under the leadership of Mrs. Ed¬ 
mund Price, she entertained a good- 


the Deaf at Jacksonville, that State, j Z;d p;r t y of friends to give Mr. and w 
and Miss Bessie R. Reaves, who alter¬ 
nates with Mr. Lane in conducting in¬ 
mission 


Mrs 

their fifteenth wedding anniversary, 


time and everything in good taste. 


The engagement of Willis Denson 


Messrs. Frank Ellis, E. Price, A. 0 f Corning and Miss Emma Keyes of 
Amundson, A. T. Dyson and O. H. j Ru?h i3 announced. They are some 
Regensburg have sent in their appli- o{ Western New York’s finest young 
ations to join the National Fraternal J people, and we doubt not will pull well 


Past Achievements and Future Possi- 1 that they are paS sed. Those who 
bilities,” Milton M. Miller; “Pike’s 
Peak or Bust 1910,” Mrs. Josephine D. 

Regensburg; “The Ladies,” E. M. 

Nowell, poem, The Gallaudet Move- Louisville, Ky., and J. Orrie Harris, 
ment,” Misses Ella Duffy, Ella Roy and 1 
Ida Miller. 


in double harness. [Say, ye editor 
wants a slice of the cake.] 

Mr.. Kowald, formerly of Auburn, is 
now working in Rochester at his trade 
of shoe cutter. 

E. F. Timmerman is no longer con- 
from Des Moines, Iowa. The Los An-! tributing to the horde of the bloated 


the old frats living here are: Abe and 
Simon Himmelschein, Henry Fritz, all 
from Chicago; Milton Miller, from 


The committee of arrangements in¬ 
cluded Norman V. Lewis, William E. 
Dean, J. Orrie Harris, Mrs. Lavernia 
Wornstaff, Miss Jessie Woodburn. 


geles Division of the N. F. S. is to be 
organized on the 1st of January. She 
will swell the roll then and there. 
Club Amapola held an election 


of his own on Rugby avenue. In this 
he, his wife and two sons are now 
quartered and drawing in big breaths 
of satisfaction. Who blames them? 


T „ ,, , , °f new officers for the ensuing year De- Mrs. Timmerman and Raymond spent 

_ 1111111 , er W „° a tenc ^ e< ^ din-, cember 16th. She held a literary some time at Victor while the finish- 


ner were numbers from Pomona, Pasa- 
dena and other nearby cities.—Los An-, ber 18th The literary aux ° iliary G f the 
geles Times. 1 

Rev. Lane and Miss 
made brief addresses. The menu was 
tastefully good: 

MENU. 

Creme of Tomato en Tasse 


; Club Amapola elected new officers 
Reaves also a j 3Q Saturday night. 


Olives Radishes 

Filet of Bass, au Gratin 


program on Saturday night, Decern- , ing touch was being put on their new 

mansion. 

It may not be generally knowm to 
Rochesterians that one of their alumni 
Leon Fisk moved to his ranch last j brothers is editor of The Observer. 
October which he bought for his own 
poultry business. He has a large flock 
of chicks and is doing well. He also 


HOW HE RAISED IT. 


“How on earth did you ever culti- 


Sirloin Steak 

Petite Pois Potato Parisienne 
Vanilla Ice Cream 
Assorted Cakes Cafe Noir 

Frank E. Ellis bought a grocery 


Mushrooms hills his time by working as a ranch- vate such a beautiful black eye?” ask- 


man on Cudahy ranch, about seven 
miles from this city. 

S. W. Now'ell, of Missouri, added to 


store at Fortieth place and started to 1 our colony. He is working with Mr. 
run it on the 6th of this month. I find i Frisk in the country. He formerly 


ed Brown’s friend. 

“Oh,” replied Brown, who had unin¬ 
tentionally been illustrating the fall of 
man on roller skates, “I raised it from 
a slip.”—Everybody’s Magazine. 
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L. O. CHRISTENSON, Publisher. 

The Observer is issued every two 
weeks on Thursday. It is published 
in the interest of the deaf everywhere. 

TERMS: 

One Copy, one year. .$1,00 

One Copy, six months. .50 

One Copy, three mouths.. .25 

Canada, one year—. . 1.50 


Advertising rates given upon Application. 

CONTRIBUTIONS. 

All contributions must be accompan¬ 
ied by the name and address of the 
writer, not necessarily for publication, 
but as a guarantee- of good faith. The 
Editor is not responsible for views and 
opinions expressed by correspondents in 
their communications. 

Contributions, subscriptions and busi¬ 
ness letters should be addressed to 
L. O. CHRISTENSON, 
li Kin near lluilding, 142(1 Court h Ave. 

Seattle, Wash. 



IN UNION THERE’S STRENGH. 


In the early history of our country a 
noted general requested his sons to 
bring him a bundle of arrows. This 
being done, he handed the bundle to 
the boys and commanded them to 
break it. Each exerted himself to 
execute the demand, but without 
success. Taking the bundle the old 
general cut the band and easily broke 
each arrow singly. Turning to his 
sons he said: ‘Let this be a lesson 
to you—separated you are easily 
crushed, but united you are a power.” 

In the above there is food for 
thought, and for action, too, for every 
person who wishes to see the cause of 
the deaf advanced. 

What is needed among the deaf to¬ 
day is ORGANIZATION — UNION OF 
FORCES. 

This is a question on which the deaf 
of all religions, educational and politi¬ 
cal shades can unite. 

With proper effort there should be 
an organization of from 25.000 to 50 - 
000, and when we want anything and 
show a solid front of that number, who 
will say that our demands will not re¬ 
ceive a fair hearing at least. 

ORGANIZE, UNITE FORCES. 

Take the trade unions for example. 
In Seattle today working men are get¬ 
ting from $2.50 to $7.00 per day under 
union conditions, when were it not for 
the unions wages -would probably be 
from $1 to $3. 

UNION OF FORCES IS THE 
SECRET. 

WANTS TO GO TO MINNEAPOLIS. 


the best of entertainment and every 
necessity for a successful convention. 
In fact, we expect the time of our lives 
at Colorado Springs. 

We will go to Minneapolis after we 
have been to Colorado Springs — say 
in 1912. _.. 

WHY NOT? 

Why not get your hearing friends to 
subscribe for The Observer? How 
many of us have not at some time 
been quizzed about the deaf? To such 
persons say “Subscribe for The Ob¬ 
server and you will learn all about the 
deaf and receive much valuable infor¬ 
mation.” _ 

IMPOSTERS. 

Our Spokane friends are talking of 
getting through the city council an 
ordinance against imposters. We 
shall be interested in the result. 
Should they fail they can still punish 
the miscreants under the law against 
soliciting money under false pretense. 
The punishment is one to twenty 
years’ imprisonment. 

NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS. 

1. I will subscribe for The Observer. 

2. 1 will tell my friends of its many 
good qualities. 

3. I will persuade them to subscribe. 

4. I will send in news items often. 

OUR FIELD—EVERYWHERE 

Editor Observer: You have my cor¬ 
dial tnanks for the copy of The Ob¬ 
server of November 25th. 

It h the first copy I have seen of the 
paper, though not the first I have 
heard of it. 

I can heartily voice the sentiments 
already expressed by Mr. Veditz, Mr. 
Tilden and others, that The Observer 
in every respect is deserving of sup¬ 
port from the deaf as a whole. 

One of the greatest needs of the 
deaf today is a good, clean indepen¬ 
dent national newspaper, around 
which all the deaf can rally, a paper 
; that is not afraid to accept and publish 
' such matter that deals with national 
questions, such as will have a lean- 
j ing towards helping in the education 
| and. uplift of the adult deaf, and from 
i present indications I predict for The 
Observer a brilliant career. Around 
this clean, well-edited and well print¬ 
ed paper let all the educated deaf 
rally; give it our hearty support, give 
i it widespread advertisement and its 
; future will be not only a surprise to us, 
but will be keenly appreciated as well. 

GERTRUDE E. M. NELSON. 

Buffalo, N. Y. 


In a recent issue of a Missouri paper - 

the Rev. J. H. Cloud suggests that the I congratulate you on the change in 
next national convention be held at: name of your periodical. You are get- 
Minneapolis, Minn., instead of Colo- ting out one of the cleanest and best 
rado Springs. We fail to see any rea- edited papers for the deaf that appears 
son for the change. No one doubts 0 n my reading table, 
but what President Veditz and his j CHAS. R. KEMP, 

corps of able assistants will provide! Borodino, N. Y. 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE 
DEAF. 

Call for the Ninth Convention and 
World’s Congress. 

The executive committe has unani¬ 
mously decided upon August 6 to Au¬ 
gust 13, Saturday to Saturday inclu¬ 
sive, as the date of the 1910 Colorado 
Springs Convention and World’s Con¬ 
gress of the Deai. 

Invitations have been extended to 
twenty-seven foreign governments to 
participate in the Congress, and it is 
hoped that every state and territory of 
the Union will send representatives 
to take part in its deliberations and 
to assist in making it a meeting 
fraught with great results toward the 
uplift of the deaf not only of our own 
country but of foreign lands as well. 

An invitation has also been extend¬ 
ed to any and all hearing persons in¬ 
terested in our fortune as a class to 
come and be the guests of the Con¬ 
gress. 

The program committee has com¬ 
pleted its work and announcement of 
the special topics to be discussed will 
he made in the near future. 

Therefore, in accordance with this 
last decision of the executive com¬ 
mittee, and with a previous decision 
selecting Colorado Springs as the 
meeting place I herewith, by virtue 
of my office as president of the Na¬ 
tional Association of the Deaf, issue 
call for its ninth convention and for 
the above mentioned international con¬ 
gress of the deaf to be held from Sat¬ 
urday, August 6, to Saturday, August 
13, inclusive, 1910, in the city of Col¬ 
orado Springs, state of Colorado. 

GEORGE WM. VEDITZ. 
President National Association of the 
Deaf. 

Colorado Springs, Colo., Dec. 8, 1909, 

THE OFFICIAL ORGAN. 

The Observer is the official organ of 
the Washington State Association of 
the Deaf. Are all the members’ narfies 
on our subscription list? If not, why 

not? _ 

REMEMBER 

That all contributions should reach us 
by Monday night before the date of 
publication. Sooner if convenient. 

A chance for union at present is in 
support of President Veditz. He has 
done a good work during his term of 
office and the deaf everywhere should 
give him hearty support. 

Short term subscriptions always 
welcome if long term cannot be had. 

—Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year to all our readers. 

| -- 

Reasonable commissions paid on 

I subscriptions. 
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LOCAL PAGE 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Several of Seattle’s Vancouver pupils 
are home for the holidays. 

—Miss Mary Cedergren has return¬ 
ed from a visit to Everett relatives. 

—Miss Mabel Scanlan will spend 
Christmas at home in Everett. 

—The 18-year-old daughter of M. O. 
Smith holds a position as stenogra-1 
pher. 

Miss Bertha Theissen of Seattle, 
who is at Gallaudet College, recently 
took a trip to Baltimore. 

—Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Gustin expect 
to spend Christmas at Trafton with 
Mr. and Mrs. Brazelton. 

—December 15th was J. E. Gustin's 
birthday. His wife and son coaxed 
him off down town, where he was 
placed inside a fine new suit. 

—Reports are that Adolpn Struck 
recently broke his thumb while pick¬ 
ing up knowledge at Gallaudet College. 
We are all glad it was not his heart. 

C. W. Brazelton of Trafton recently 
lost three acres of land, the result of 
the overflow of the Snohomish river. 
A crop of potatoes was swept away as 
food fish. 

—The street cars now run on Fourth 
avenue, right to The Observer’s door. 
Now that John Adams is able to save ! 
shoe leather we look for him to drop 
with Renton news often. 

—George Ecker’s pleasant smile is 
in town. George, finding business 
rather dull in his native town, came to J 
Seattle to greet old friends and inci- j 
dentally look for a job here. 

—Two young deaf ladies from the 
north end were down town shopping 
last Saturday. Judging from numer¬ 
ous bundles which they carried off 
some one profited by the trip. 

—At church service last Sunday Mrs. | 
Hanson gave in signs the poem writ 
ten by E. A. Hodgson of New York in 
memory of Dr. Gallaudet, which ap¬ 
peared in The Observer recently. 

—Mrs. Barbara Wildfang, after be- j 
ing confined to the house for two, 
weeks, was able to be out to church 
Sunday. She may possibly accom¬ 
pany the Gustins to Trafton this week. 

—When Claude Hollinger struck Se¬ 
attle last summer he only intended to 
stay during the fair; but business has 
been so profitable and the young ladies 
so attractive he still lingers here, much 
to the pleausre of his friends. 

Emrel Runge’s father has sold his 
house and lot. Mrs. Runge expects 
to spend the winter in Los Angeles. 
Mr. Runge and Emrel will remain with 
an uncle and superintend the erection 
of a new home for themselves. 


IMP OF FORGETFULNESS PLAYS Al 
MEAN TRICK. 

Owing to some unaccountable lapse 
of memory we forgot in last issue to 
mention the party held on Thanksgiv¬ 
ing evening at the home of Mrs. J. j 
West on Twenty-ninth avenue. The J 
hostess did her utmost to make every¬ 
thing pleasant. 

Twenty-two were present. Lunch 
boxes were sold at auction and $8.25 
taken in and turned over to the treas¬ 
urer of the local society. Every one 
felt it was good to be there. 

WHAT THEY WILL WEAR. 

Young ladies have some hesitancy 
about attending masquerades, not be¬ 
ing able to tell who they are dancing 
with. To remove this embarrassment 
we have decided to inform them how 
the several young men will appear at 
the forthcoming party. 

Roy Harris will ,vear a monkey 
costume. 

Albert Plale will be the only young 
man in town. 

As the Pride of Pay Streak Ed. Lang- 
don L expected to make a hit. 

As King Edward Fred Emmons will 
make a royal show. 

Matt Treeee is expected to make a 
real Uncle Sam arrayed in star and 1 


MASQUERADE PARTY SATURDAY 
EVENING, JANUARY 1st. 

The masquerade party committee 
has secured hall No. 5i9 at Labor Tem¬ 
ple for the annual party. Bill is 50c 
for gentlemen, and ladies free. 

All of Tacoma should be present 
with a good share of Spokane, Port¬ 
land and Vancouver. Bremerton peo¬ 
ple are coming if they have to walk. 

We have just learned that our good 
friend, Mr. B. R. Allabough, has passed 
his fir;-t examination for the priest¬ 
hood, in the Episcopal Church, and 
hopes to be presented for ordination 
to the diaconate on St. Paul’s day, 
January 25th, 1910. He will, it is un¬ 
derstood, at first confine his labors to 
Pittsburg and neighborhood.—Mt. Airy 
World. 

'Mr?. Clara P. Smith, of Mason, 
Mich., i ; a deaf photographer, running 
the business clone. She is a widow, 
her husband having been the founder 
of the Rome, N. Y., school for the 
deaf.—American Industrial Journal. 


—The Louisiana Pelican announces 
that Henry Hot and Henry Soland of 
that State are to enter the New Or¬ 
leans linotype training school. 

ADVERTISEMENTS- 


stripe suit. 

Claude Hollinger will be at the front 
as a Portland dude. 

Eskil Fernquist is expected to cap¬ 
ture all hearts as the country beau. 

Emr 1 Rungs will pres in bro d day¬ 
light as the college professor. 



Follow the Deaf 

to PEARSALL’S CAFETERIA 

They arc the moit particular people on earth. The loss of this one sense mikes 
the others keener. They appreciate CLE ANLINESS. 

Food Better—Prices the Same. 1112 Second Ave., Seattle 



GET HIM A HAT 

T Very appropriate and serviceable 

and lie sure it’s A BARGAR. The 
' hat that pleases— BARGAR HAT 

$3. Other kinds $1.50 to $5-00 
GET HIM GLOVES 

Nothing nicer for a present Den t’s 
"%G? Gloves $2 and &2.50, Bark man’s 

[ MtJ ^ to #2.5° 

|IS# AND AN UMBRELLA 

The Ideal Gift for Ladles or Gen¬ 
tleman a handsome assortment 
of the swellest new handles iust 
arrived priced very low and engraved free 
LADIES $1 to $15 GENTLEMEN $1 to $|0 


1333 THIRD AVE 
Seattle, Wash. 















VANCOUVER, WASH. ing cap and try to think of some things 

licatari Hion + C _X. :_j _■ j _ 


—- better than those old fashioned ideas 

Messrs. E. E. Vinson of Portland! y°u formed last year, 
and F. C. Horton, instructor of print- December 10th, being the anniver- 
ing at the Salem School, were the 1 sai T of the birth of Thomas Hopkins 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Hunter on the Dallaudet, Mr. Divine mounted the 
19th. They also paid a visit to the j Platform in the chapel and gave an 
school and while there met Messrs. Di- instructive talk on the life of that 
vine and Schneider. The five Gallau -1 § rea t and good man. 
det boys enjoyed the meeting very j The pupils at the Institution enjoy- 
much. |ed the recent snow to a. great degree. 

Examinations are now under way at' Snowballing and washing of faces 
the Vancouver school, and pupils can was freely indulged in. Coasting on : 
be seen grinding and cramming for the hi front of the school did not : 

final test. Some of the pupils will C1 'eate so much enthusiasm as it did 
spend the holidays at home, but the, year, owing to the fact almost 
majority of them will remain here first ride demolished the only bob- 
and participate of the good time be- sled on the Premises, and it has been 
ing prepared for them by Supt. and in the hospital ever since undergoing I 
Mrs. Clarke. repairs for the next big snow. 

Supt. Clarke has been invited to 
lecture before the Deaf of Spokane TACOMA 

m the near future. Similar invitations T he TahomaVSrVy Club held its 
have been received by certain instruc- second mee ting at the Hammonds 
tois connected with the school, from Sunday, Dec 19th 
the Portland Deaf. rp, ’ 

pv f . . .. There was quite an attendance sev- , 

to have tb T r r S are " kely eral over from Seattle, and in ] 

Mr Schne'i ." ' V ” " ', ‘' , the evenln S after the Seattleites had i 

Mr. Schneider has purchased a (1100 de p ar ted the crowd was re . ea(orced b ] 

lens for his camera. This is certainly mcre (rom Tacoma ‘ ! 

,S . 8 SUre ln < he proceedings Mr. Thomas , 

sign tnat he intends to do bisriess m . , . 

f 111 wa s called upon to explain just how . 

tne future m no small way. If you it wac ho uc i , 

, , , J y a P was he had so much space in the 

nelson ° f partlcular newspapers lately, and to tell us how 

peison place or thing in our locality, it fee is to be in the iimeiight. 

with 13 man t0 bargain Ml ’ Thomas was at first too modest 

aul. .. , „ . to explain, so Mrs. Seeley volunteered f 

e ea boys get plenty of t o give a true and faithful-account of 
exercuse by paying basket ball and it all, but after she had started in 

!ahen r ’ “T* ° f th6m haV6 Mr ' Thonias thought it better to face 

w,t n q T re l trenUOUS SP ° rt ° f the crowd and tell his own story 

tuaen th ^ e inter68t being than to face « daring and after Mrs. 

taKen m this sport Supt. Clarke is Seeley’s account of it. 

h.nk,„g of getting a large wrestling. The tafe , s had It flrst that Mr 

aJ!, Sy ” naSlUm - Tlrc-as, deaf from birth, had succeed. A 

ait the t T promised to e d in learning to speak, through the 

Mrs V T help ot ot ‘Pc ‘cachers of voice 

Mis. Hunter spent Thanksgiving at a t the High School 

the school with the rest of the crowd. Then in a few days, lo and be- 1 

IrZe. d T '"TT tOT hokI ' «*•» ~ Mr. Thomas a,most. t 
big five, and it would have made minus clothes, posing on the sporting 

even the old turkey gobbler on the page of the Evening News with more “ 

wUneLTfheTasr'^ 0110 ” *° ^ ^ ^ —- «» as ] 

The members of the Christian j f‘ r ™'JEZt * 

deavor Society took un a collection at , ... 

one of their ,.nen t °* dt , ambition to learn to speak Mr. Thonias 
e -ent. meetings, and had joined the Y. M. C A thinking 

~ the^CM^r. SU “ t iCh th6y the ath6letiC traia ^ would help° 
sent to the Children s Aid Society as in that direction. B 

a Christmas present for the little home- T hpn ho woo „ 

less ones then he was announced as one of — 

The well which has long been in a ' vrestliag “atch 

& Jcen in to be held at an early date etc rtc 

course of construction is now nearing t at&r on mo • f 

, & h-atei on his picture appeared asf ’in 

completion. It is to be put in opera- in a gro 11 ag.in 

tion soon and is expected to supply mu- -e 

enough water for the entire use of the i t v T " * WaS rl3ht 

school Se 0t tne aboil t the teacher of voice succeed- 

A Merry Christmas and a Happy ^ Tr^ t ^ 

New Year to you all. ’ bllt Xt a11 Came about ln a 


s alter having for a long time intended 
3 doing so, and as it so happened the 
director there was the “steady com¬ 
pany" of the teacher of voice. 

We are glad though to know'Mr. 
3 Thomas gives promise of being a great 
} wrestler. If he does, wouldn’t it be 
t fine for him to pose for Mr. Tilden, the 
famous deaf sculptor? * 

Then as Miss Siegel, who was to 
have given a story, hadn’t appeared. 

■ i Mrs. Seeley gave one instead. 

Soon after that, the Seattleites al¬ 
most all left. It’s to be regretted they 
, didn’t remain for Miss Siegel’s story 
which she gave soon after their de¬ 
parture. (She having arrived late as 
it kept everyone laughing from start 
to finish. 

The hostess then served lunch 
charging a nominal price of ten cents, 
part of which went into the club fund. 

| After lunch Mrs. Hammond assisted 
by Mrs. Wade and Mrs. Seeley, gave a 
dialogue called “Gossip.” 

Then Mr. Moore gave one with Mr. 
Sidney Chase’s help, called “Change 
of Mind,” which was very laughable. 

There isn’t space enough to tell of 
all the other stories, etc., that occup¬ 
ied the rest of the evening. 

The program for the next regular 
meeting to be held at the Wade’s, 
the last Sunday in January is: Cur¬ 
rent events, Mr. Thomas; Story, Mr. 
Moore; Dialogue, Mrs. Wade; Song. 
Mrs. Seeley. 

Anyone desiring to attend is wel¬ 
come. 


ADVERTISEMENTS- 
Go to 

Smith’s Cafeteria 

14 10 Fourth Avenue Seattle 

Breakfast 6:3<> to 10 a. m. 

Lunch it a. m. to 2 p. m. 

Dinner 5 to 7:30 p. m. 

A Good Place to Eat at 

Wing's Cafeteria 

1409 FIRST AVE., SEATTLE 

LUNCH 11 TO 2 DINNER 5 TO 7:30 


We are now patiently awaiting the & newsiJaper 

arrival of that dear, old man' who “ t h ^ ^ 

makes his regular round on the 2 Ith T Z Th ° maS and his 

. _ ! father and the teacher of voice reside 

is now high time to make your got wind of it and of course had to 

i ew Year resolutions if you have not make a story of it. Also, about the 

a leady done so. Put on your think-! same time he joined the-Y. M. C. A. 


Serves the Mest the market affords. 
Cheapest Cafeteria in the City. 

TRY IT 

221 SPRING STREET 

BET. SECOND & THIRD AVES. 

RAINIER SCE CREAM 

caterYng CO. 

A. J. ORTH. PROP. 

FANCY ICE CREAM FOR 

THE HOME TRADE. 

2 Deliveries Daily—11 a. m. & 2 p. m. 

f h;na Linen, Silver and Glasswares 
Rented for All Occasions. 

IND. 1 290 
H. SUNSET E 715 
1612 BROADWAY, 


SEATTLE 
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SPOKANE 


Saturday evening was the regular 
date for the monthly literary meeting 
of the Spokane Association of the 
Deaf, and the event was “pulled off” 
at the usual place of meeting, with a 
fair sized audience in attendance. The 
principal speaker was Mr. J. C. Bert- 
ram, who gave his address on “the 
Star-Spangled Banner and other flags 
of our Country.” The information ' 
imparted was new to most of those in 
attendance, and the talk was greatly 
enjoyed. r 

Miss Edna Marshall was next on the 
program with a sketch of the work of ^ 
Dr. Thomas Hopkins Gallaudet in start- 
ing the education of the deaf of this 
country. j ^ 

The chair next called upon Mr. P. I 
L. Axling to give his story entitled' ^ 
• A Day Off,” at the conclusion of ■ } 
which the meeting closed, so far as 
the program was concerned. 

The committee selected at the last ^ 
business meeting reported that they ( 
hal secured the gift to be presented to ] 
Mr. H. C. Blair by the association, j ( 
The gift consisted of an inkstand set, ' 
with pen holder and paper cutter. | ^ 
Fortunately Mr. Blair was in the build¬ 
ing, and was asked to come in for a 
few minutes. ( 

Mr. Axling made a few remarks to 
the assembly concerning the interest ( 
Mr. Blair has shown in the deaf of 
Spokane, these remarks being inter- 
1 reted to Mr. Blair by Mr. Nordhougen. 
Little Helen Toner then came forward 
with the gift and presented it to Mr. j 
Blair, who responded feelingly. 

NEWS NOTES. 

The engagement of Miss Edna Mar¬ 
shall, of Dee, Oregon, to Mr. John C. 
Bertram, of this city, is announced. 

On Wednesday, the 22nd, occurs the 
wedding of Miss Culista Ford, of 
Tekoa, Wash., and Mr. Clyde Patter¬ 
son, of Spokane. The announcement 
of the coming nuptials was a surprise 
to all their friends. We understand 
they will spend the Christmas holiday 
with the bride’s mother at Tekoa, af¬ 
ter which they will go to housekeeping 
in Spokane. 

The plans for the Spider Web party 
to be given New Year’s Eve., Decem¬ 
ber 31, have been completed by the 
committee in charge. The party oc¬ 
curs at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Axling, and it is expected there will 
be a large attendance. Cards are be¬ 
ing sent out to those who live out¬ 
side of Spokane. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Toner were the 
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Axling, Sunday 
afternoon, the 12th. Mr. Toner has 
been indisposed for some time, but is 
now getting better and has taken up 
his work at the Inland Empire rail¬ 
way shops again. He was recently 
made foreman of his department. 

Mr. E. E. Vinson, of Portland, Ore., 
was one of the Multnomah Athletic 


Association boys who came to Spokane, 
December 10th and took part in the 
interclub games at the S. A. A. C. build- ! 
ing. Mr. Vinson met Spokane’s 
wrestling champion, Chris Gesek, in 
the 158-pound class and gave him the 
scare of his life. Gesek has been; 
wrestling for seven or-eight years and 
it is said he has never been beaten 
but once in all that time. Vinson has j 
been at the game but two years, and 
many expected he would be easily 
thrown by the Spokane man. It turn¬ 
ed out that, while Vinson could not 
beat Gesek, he put up such a bout as to 
make it impossible for Gesek to come 
anywhere near throwing him. Two 
bouts were tried out and in each the 
ful time limit was taken. Gesek be¬ 
ing awarded the match solely on the 
fact that he was able to hold Vinson 
down. With a little more training Mr. 
Vinson has the utmost confidence that 
he can throw Gesek, and he is anxious 
to have another match arranged. 

While in Spokane Mr. Vinson was 
' taken in tow by Mr. Axling and Mr. 

Curl. He remained over until Sunday j 
1 morning and during his stay here was 
given an opportunity of meeting a num- 
’ ber of the Spokane deaf. Several of 
the contingent here attended the 
wrestling match Friday evening and 
1 gave Mr. Vinson a boost at every 
S opportunity. 


GOOD AND SIMPLE. 

_ 

Let it not be in any man’s power to 
say truly of thee that thou art not 
i simple or that thou art not good, but 
let him be a liar whoever shall think i 
anything of this kind about thee, and 
I this is altogether in thy power, for 
who is he that shall hinder thee from 
being good and simple?—Marcus An- 
tonius. 

1 Remember the masquerade party 
i January 1, 1910. 

Take it as you find it— 

Black or beaming sky. 

Smile and never mind it— 

Little time to sigh. 

; Fast the clouds are creeping 
Over heavens Of blue, 
r j Little time for weeping— 

Skies ’ll weep for you! 

J I Subscribe for The Observer. 










WHAT MINNESOTA SAID. 

The following are some of the reso¬ 
lutions adopted at the Minnesota State 
Convention last summer: 

Whereas, it is the sentiment of the 
members of the Minnesota Association 
the Deaf that Mr. Olof Hanson is 
admirably fitted for the office of presi¬ 
dent of the National Association of the 
Deaf, and would make an impartial 
presiding officer and energetic execu¬ 
tive head; be it 

Resolved, That the delegates from 
Minnesota to the convention to be held 
in Colorado Springs in 1910 do use 
their good offices to further his elec¬ 
tion. 

Whereas, it is the sentiment of the 
members of the Minnesota Association 
of the Deaf that a national organiza¬ 
tion of the deaf is essential to the best 
interests of the deaf of the United 
States in their effort to better existing 
conditions pertaining to the deaf; and 
Whereas, it is essential that such 
an organization, to be effective and to 
I accomplish results, should be an inde- 
i pendent business organization organ¬ 
ized ou strictly business lines ; and 
Whereas, it is the belief of this asso- 
| ciation that such an organization can 
be accomplished only by individual 
membership in the national associa¬ 
tion; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the delegates of this 
association to the national convention 
in 1910 be and hereby are instructed 
to work for an association along such 
lines; and be it further 

Resolved, That the members of the 
1 Minnesota Association of the Deaf in¬ 
dividually offer their moral and finan¬ 
cial assistance to a properly organized 
and incorporated national association 
conducted on business lines. 

HE TOLD HER. 

Housekeeper—You promised that if 
I’d give you a good meal and a suit 
of old clothes you’d tell me how to 
keep the premises free from tramps. 

Tramp—Yes, mum, an’ I'm a man 
of me word, mum, an’ I’ll keep me 
promise, although that meal wasn t no 
great shakes an’ this suit of clothes 
ain’t much of a fit. But I’ll tell ye.” 
“Well, what course am I to pursue?” 
“Never give ’em anything, mum. 
Good day, mum.” 


UNION BAKERY 
and 

RESTAURANT 

Good Things to Eat 

217 PIKE STREET 


COPYRIGHT 


MAIN 6424 


IND. 880 
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THE PENNSYLVANIA 

EDUCATIONAL LAW 

The following is a copy of that por- j 
tion of the Pennsylvania school law 
applying to “Institutions for the Deaf’’ 
and the manner of education: 

“Provided, That no part of the ap¬ 
propriation (For Education and Main¬ 
tenance) shall become available until 
the management of this institution 
shall have filed with the State Board 
of Public Charities end the Auditor 
General a declaration that hereafter 
all pupils received in this institution, 
under sixteen years of age, who have 
not teen pupils in another institution 
of similar character shall be taught 
by the oral method, unless physically 
or mentally incapable of being taught 
by such method.” 

The date of the passage of this law 
is not named by one of my inform- j 
ants, but is given as “about eight ! 
years ago.” Another gives it as 1888. 

Two things become apparent from 
a study of this law: 

In the first place Pennsylvania “in¬ 
stitutions” for the deaf are regarded 
as public charities; in the second 
place there is no reason whatever to 
assert that the oral method must be 
the sole process of teaching in Penn¬ 
sylvania “institutions” for the deaf. 

The law implies that this method is 
not to be applied where the pupils 
“are physically or mentally incapable 
of being taught by such method.” 

Dr. Cronter, superintendent of the 
school at Mt. Airy, in an address at 
the recent meeting of the Speech As¬ 
sociation at Chicago remarked that i 
only this fall would “the last vestige 
of manual work be eliminated from 
his school.” 

The experience of more than a cen- 1 
tury has proved that a considerable 
percentage of deaf children are phy¬ 
sically and mentally incapable from 
being taught by the oral method. 
There must be at least thirty-three 
per cent of such in every oral school. 

1 believe that all deaf children CAN 
be taught to articulate and read the i 
lips more or less, but this does not 
mean that all of them can be educated 
by the pure oral process. A consid¬ 
erable number are incapacitated by 
defective vision and mental slowness. 
For these latter humane pedagogics 
demands that, a process of instruction 
be employed in accordance with these 
deficiencies. 

I fully believe that the parents or 
guardians of the twenty-nine children 
dismissed from the Mt. Airy school 
have just cause to bring suit against 
the management of this school on the 
ground that proper methods were not 
employed for the "education of their 
children. So would the parents of 
those pupils still in school who feel 
that their children are not making 


proper progress under the oral method. I 
No court of law would hold that the 
Pennsylvania school law demands that 
the oral method only and no other 
should be used in the schools for the 
deaf supported by the state. 

I should very much like to see a * 
test case made and should be grateful 1 
for the addresses of some or all of the | 
parents or guardians of the twenty-j 
nine “feeble-minded” children referred 
to. GEORGE WM. VEDITZ. j 

Colorado Springs, Colo., November j 
22, 1909. j 

THE RELATIVE INFLUENCE OF 
HEREDITY AND ENVIRONMENT 
ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE CHILD. 

(The following was written by Mrs. 
Hanson, of Seattle, and read before the | 
Coterie, a Mothers’ Club. It was also j 
printed in the Interlaken of this city.) ! 

In some directions heredity has the 
stronger influence, in pthers environ¬ 
ment. As a general rule, heredity 
plays the greater part in influencing 
mental faculties, and environment on 
physical development; in morah and 
character development the two both 
play their parts. 

’Artists are born, not made,” is a 
saying commonly accepted. A child 
that shows aptitude for drawing or 
music can be greatly advanced by 
suitable training, but training alone 
cannot develop a child without in¬ 
herited talent to equal proficiency with 
another endowed with natural predis¬ 
position. 

It is said that it takes five genera¬ 
tions to make a gentleman. Some 
children are born sweet and gentle, 
and will remain so. Others are nat- I 
urally rude. Training and environment 
can modify both characteristics to a 
material extent. 

In physical conditions environment 
has greater influence than heredity. 
Roosevelt was puny and sickly as a j 
boy, but out-door life developed him 
into a robust man. Children of the 
poor are often more healthy than 
those of the rich. This is due not so 
much to heredity as to simple living. 
Children of the rich often suffer from 
too much excitement, too many par¬ 
ties, late suppers, and rich food. 

Consumption has been generally rec¬ 
ognized of late years as an individual 
ailment that can be contracted or 
cured by environment. Nervous dis¬ 
eases are frequently hereditary. The 
child should have no burdens imposed 
on it during the first seven years of its 
life, as its brain has all it can do to 
develop normally from infancy. Be¬ 
fore seven the kindergarten should be 
the only school life, and plenty of 
sleep is necessary to healthy nerves 
In moral development environment 
I has greater influence, though heredity 
: plays its part. Drunkenness is some- 
I times hereditary. But far more become 


drunkards by association with those 
who drink. “Evil communications cor¬ 
rupt good manners.” Evil talk, if not 
counteracted, easily leads the child 
into evil ways. Good companions pro¬ 
duce good effects. We cannot be too 
careful in watching the company our 
children keep and seeing that their 
influence is for good rather than for 
evil. 

By what parents themselves think 
and do, and by the examples they set, 
they will mold their children; and not 
by what their ancestors were. Pa¬ 
tient, honest, painstaking effort will be 
as successful in the rearing of chil¬ 
dren as in any other matter. The 
honesty, trustworthiness and beauty 
of a child’s character depend in a 
large measure upon the elements of 
its environment. 
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